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MAGNA  CHART  A. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Tlie  Great  Charter,  the  grand  Pal- 
ladium of  English  Liberty,  to  obtain 
which  our  ancestors  fought  and  bled, 
is  the  Bulwark  to  which  every  Briton 
looks  up  with  confidence,  as  the  as- 
Rights,  and  the  Protec- 
and  Property.  Hi- 
has  been  inserted 
|e  works,  whicfc 
leans  of  ma- 
e  it  has, 
em;  but 
who 


irons,  can 
those  ela- 
jmed  neces- 
edition  of  the 
witn  a  succinct  account  of 
trans  lotions  of  those  times  in  or- 
rder  that  the  reader  may  be  fully  ac- 
.quiinted  with  the  motives  of  the 
Nobles  who  opposed  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  that  monarch,  and 
p  'lied  him  to  sign  this  Charter, 
which  no  Sovereign  since  his  time 
j>$s  had  the  presumption  to  annul; 
0g  ii'  they  have  felt  themselves  hurt 


at  the  restraint  which  it  put  upon 
them,  and  have  attempted  its  viola- 
tion, have  always  failed  in  the  at- 
tempt. 

The  feudal  system  which  had  been 
established  in  the  Kingdom,  was  ex- 
tremely irksome  to  the  Nobles,  who, 
on  the  day  of  the  coronation  of  Hen- 
ry the  first,  (Aug.  5, 1100,)  demand- 
ed of  that  piince  an  oath  to  abolisli 
all  the  unjust  practices  and  illegal 
exactions  of  the  late  reign,  that  of 
WilKam  Rufus,  and  to  enact  better 
laws  than  had  ever  been  in  use  un- 
der any  preceding  Sovereign  of  Eng- 
land. Accordingly,  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  day  on  v/hich  he  was 
crowned  he  granted  a  Charter,  by 
hich  he  engaged  to  alleviate  the  ri- 
our  of  the  feudal  institutions,  to  re- 
establish the  laws  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor, as  improved  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  and  to  make  an  effectual . 
ref  m  of  the  abuses  committed  dui- 
ing  the  administration  of  his  Father 
and  his  Brother.* 


*  Vid.  Matthe-v  Paris,  p,  55. — Copies  of 
this  Charter  were  immediately  dispersed  over 
the  different  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  one  to 
each  county  ;  but  the  purport  of  it  was  so 
little  regarded  by  Henry  after  he  had  estab- 
lised  himself  on  the  throne,  that  in  the  reign 
of  King  John,  it  was  almost  forgotten  that 
such  a  Charter  had  ever  existed;  and  scarce- 
ly a  single  copy  of  it  could  then  be  found. 
Sir  Henry  Spelman  observes,  that  this  in* 
strument  was  the  original  of  Magna  Charta, 
containing  the  most  of  the  articles  of  it,  ei. 
ther  specifically  expressed,  or  generally  in- 
cluded under  the  confirmation  of  fchq  Laws 
of  Edward  the  Confessor. 


The  desire  of  Liberty  is  one  of  the 

'Strongest  passions  of  our  nature ;  and 
although  its  ardour  be  restrained  by 
a  long  submission  to  established  go- 
vernment, the  flame  still  burns  in  the 
breast  of  individuals  ;  and  while  it  a- 
nimates  the  savage  to  resist  the  at- 
tempts of  the  enemy  who  would  en- 
slave him,  it  stimulates  the  members 
of  a  regular  community  to  assert  their 
native  rights  against  the  tyranny  of 
their  rulers.  Kingjohn  had  exercised 
his  administration  in  such  a  manner, 
as  seemed  to  authorize  a  conclusion 
that  he  consideredhimself  as  the  abso- 
lute Sovereign  of  a  people  who  had  no 
pretensions  to  real  liberty.  He  op- 
pressed them  with  constant  exactions, 
the  produce  of  which  he  usually  con- 
verted to  the  purposes  of  his  private 
convenience,  without  regard  to  the 
public  benefit  of  his  realm,  a  circum- 
stance which  seldom  fails  to  alienate 
the  affections  of  the  people  from  the 
Sovereign.-]-  He  disgusted  his  Nobles 
by  his  insolence  and  hauteur  :  he  in- 
£amcd  the  resentment  of  many  by 
debauching  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters and  in  ridiculing  their  complaints 
of  the  injury  and  dishonour  which  h 
inflicted  :  he  encroached  on  the  tlui 
rights  of  his  subjects  of  all  ranks 
he  paid  no  attention  to  the  political 
duty  of  a  Sovereign,  or  to  the  q»oral 

j*  To  exemplify  this  assertion  from  (he 
transactions  of  our  own  times,  we  have  only 
to  turn  to  the  affairs  of  France  previous  to 
the  late  Revolution.  It  is  a  well  known 
fact,  that  the  intolerable  exactions  made  by 
Louis  XVI.  on  the  people  of  that  country, 
were  lavished  away  in  a  great  measure  on 
Court  parasites  and  favourites,  innumerable 
examples  of  which  appeared  in  the  Livrc 
Jtouge,  published  in  that  country  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  which 
had  a  great  influence  on  the  minds  of  the 
people,  paved  the  way  for  his  dethronement 
and  brought  him  at  length  to  the  guillotine. 
JLouis  XVI.  was  the  mildest  princ  e  that  hail 
sat  upon  the  throne  of  France  for  a  long  se- 
ries of  years  ;  and  the  people  generally  asscrj 
their  rights  when  princes  of  a  mild  disposi- 
tion are  placed  at  the  helm. 


integrity  of  a  man.  A  prince  of  such 
a  character  could  not  be  the  object 
of  popular  esteem  or  attachment ; 
and  it  was  natural  to  expect,  that  the 
people  would  at  length  be  roused  to 
a  vindication  of  their  privileges,  and 
to  a  peremptory  demand  of  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  freedom  of  their 
Constitution.  The  tyrannical  beha- 
viour of  John — his  general  pusillani- 
mity, his  levity  of  conduct,  his  mix- 
ture of  arrogance  and  meanness,  all 
concurred  to  flatter  the  English  with 
strong  hopes  of  the  success  of  such 
vigorous  measures  as  they  might  be 
induced  to  pursue  for  the  humiliation 
of  the  tyrant  and  the 
their  liberties.  Thf 
the  King  and 
seemed  to  p< 
od  (about 
portunity 
career 

eople  wt 
red  for  anion, 
of  resistance  had 
ted. 


hostages 


In  the  year  ,  

communicated  John  by  name:  tt 
sentence  gave  a  Papal  sanction  x 
powerful  engine  in  those  times  of 
superstition  and  bigotry)  to  the  dis- 
contents of  the  English,  and  occa- 
sioned the  migration  of  many  of  them. 
In  this  dilemma  he  undertook  an  ex- 
pedition to  Ireland,  wisely  judging, 
that  by  thus  amusing  and  employing 
his  subjects  he  should  hinder  them 
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from  brooding  on  the  thoughts  of  an 
interdicted  realm  and  an  excommu- 
nicated Sovereign.  This  expedition 
was  undertaken  in  1210,  and  the 
King  was  successful  in  subduing  the 
Irish  to  obedience  ;  after  which  he 
returned  to  England,  where  he  ex- 
torted large  sums  from  those  religious 
orders  which  had  either  not  cont  ribut- 
ed at  all,  or  had  given  what  he  thought 
an  insufficient  proportion,  towards 
the  expences  of  his  late  enterprize. 
This  circumstance  helped  to  draw  off 
the  affections  of  the  Clergy ;  whose 
favour  the  Kings  of  England  had  al- 
it  proper  to  gain  and  pre- 

1211,  as  John  could 
terms  of  reconci- 
of  Rome,  his 
lull,  absolving 
and  his 
from 
co  Banding! 
"fj^^^^^^^Bfttion, 
comrtfl^^^^^^^B  at 
table,  as  well  as^^^^^^^kmd 
even  to  discourse  wilftfik  ^B)on 
my  occasion.  Altho 
;ial  purport  of  this  sentence 


rone, 
of 

fentence 
om  his  royal 
ae  Pope's  in- 
rone  of  Eng- 
ler  prince.  By  this 
II,  which  was  fulminated  in  1212, 
all  christian  princes,  barons,  '--and 
knights,  were  exhorted  to  avenge 
the  injuries  and  sufferings  of  the 
church,  by  joining  in  a  crusade  a- 
gainst  the  impious  John  ;  a  service 
which  (according  to  the  artful,  inter- 
ested, and  presumptuous  insolence 
•f  a  foreign  priest,   whose  power 


kept  pace  with  the  bigoted  blindness 
and  ignorance  of  the  times,)  would 
entitle  them  to  a  plenary  absolution 
from  all  their  sins. 

To  repress  the  encursions  of  Lle- 
wellyn, who  was  instigated  by  the 
Pope  to  take  up  arms  against  John, 
he  advanced  with  a  large  army  to 
Nottingham,  and  ordered  all  the  hos- 
tages to  the  amount  of  thirty  poi- 
sons of  the  first  rank  in  Wales,  to  be 
put  to  death.  He  was,  however, 
prevented  from  putting  his  sanguin- 
ary threat  (that  of  exterminating  the 
perfidious  Welch)  into  execution,  by 
the  alarming  accounts  which  he  re- 
ceived of  a  conspiracy  formed  by 
many  of  his  Barons  against  his  liber- 
ty or  his  life.  The  successive  inti- 
mations of  this  nature  that  were  con- 
veyed to  him,  so  much  discouraged 
him  that  he  dismissed  his  forces,  and 
hastened  to  the  metropolis.  By 
imprisoning  severals  of  the  suspected 
Nobles,  banishing  some  and  demand- 
ing hostages  of  others,  he  allayed 
his  apprehensions  of  present  danger, 
though  he  augmented  the  odium  of 
his  administration.  This  he  endea  • 
voured  to  remove  by  some  favour- 
able and  popular  acts;  but  these  be- 
ing ascribed  rather  to  the  dictates 
of  temporising  policy  than  to  any 
permanent  intentions  of  benificont 
sway,  had  little  effect  in  conciliating 
the  public  favour. 

In  1213,  Philip  King  of  France  as- 
sembled a  very  powerful  army,  with 
the  intention  of  conquering  England; 
but  Innocent,  who  was  apprehensive 
of  Philip's  becoming  too  powerful  to 
heed  the  future  dictates  of  the  see  of 
Rome,  by  the  annexation  of  the 
kingdom  of  England  to  his  other 
dominions,  gave  secret  instructions 
to  Pandulf,  his  legate,  to  make  peace 
with  John,  but  to  insist  on  such  terms 
as  would  insure  victory  to  the  church. 
The  legate,  in  his  conference  with 
John,  prognosticated  the  utter  ruin 
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ef  that  prince,  if  he  would  not  speed- 
ily humble  himself  towards  the 
church.  He  assured  him  that  Phi- 
lip had  received  general  encourage- 
ment from  the  English  barons,  who 
would  certainly  on  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities,  revolt  to  that 
monarch,  and  perhaps  deliver  their 
master  into  the  hands  of  his  rival : 
and  that,  even  if  the  propagation  of 
discontent  should  not  be  so  extensive 
as  there  was  reason  to  believe,  the 
superior  power  of  Philip  and  the  j 
church  would  quickly  and  effectually 
crush  him.  The  rhetoric  of  Pandulf, , 
supported  as  it  was  by  probability  of 
remark,  operated  with  sudden  con- 
viction on  the  mind  of  John  who  de- 
clared himself  willing  to  submit  with- 
out reserve  to  the  judgement  of  the 
church.  The  conditions  of  peace 
which  the  Pope  had  drawn  up  were 
now  produced  by  the  legate,  and  ra- 
tified by  the  subscription  of  the  hu- 
miliated King  on  the  13th  of  May 
1213*. 

But  this  scene,  so  derogatory  to 
the  honour  of  the  crown  and  dignity 
of  the  nation,  was  not  the  only  dis- 
grace to  which  England,  by  the  mis- 
conduct of  her  monarch,  was  now 
subjected.  It  was  hinted  to  John  by 
the  artful  and  insinuating  Pandalf, 
that  the  most  efficacious  means  of 
preventing  the  success  of  Philip's  de- 
signs, as  well  as  keeping  the  disaffect- 

*  The  most  important  of  these  conditions 
were,  that  John  should  receive  Cardinal 
Langton  as  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ;  re- 
store all  the  clergyjue  had  expelled  from  their 
preferments;  grant  an  indemnification  of  all 
damages  sustained  either  by  ecclesiastic  or 
laymen  for  their  adherance  to  the  will  of  the 
Pope  ;  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  Lang- 
ton  by  way  of  compensation  for  the  loss  a- 
rising  from  the  detention  of  the  revenues  of 
his  see  ;  and  that,  all  disputes  which  might 
arise  in  the  execution  of  this  treaty  should 
be  (referred  to  the  Pope  or  his  representative, 
The  Earl^af  Boulogne  and  three  English 
Earls,  guaranteed,  by  oath,  the  punctual 
ol'-.ervaiice  of  the  convention. 


ed  English  in  awe,  would  be  the  tri- 
butary surrender  both  of  England 
and  Ireland  to  the  Pope,  whose  in- 
fluence and  authority  would  then  be 
more  immediately  exerted  for  the  pro- 
tection of  his  vassal.  Accordingly,  two 
days  afterwards  (May  15)  John  conti- 
nuing his  career  of  ignominious  sub- 
mission, resigned  his  English  and  I- 
rish  dominions  to  Innocent  and  his 
successors  in  the  Popedom ;  consent- 
ing, by  charter  to  hold  them  in  fief 
of  the  see  of  Rome,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge his  vassalage  by  the  payment 
of  seven  hundred  marks  for  England, 
and  three  hundred  for  Ireland  and 
concluding  the  instrument 
jpulation,  that,  if  he 
successors  should  u 
feiture  of  thej 
This  Charter 


determine< 
ties  by  the  d 
for  exertiof 
arrived,  whei7nnj  n  it 
content  became  so 
prognosticate  success  to  the  poj 
Jar  efforts,  and  when  the  instances  of 
mean  submission  which  the  Sovereign 
had  shewn,  flattered  the  public  wish- 
es with  the  prospect  of  his  acquies- 
cence in  the  spirited  demands  of  a 
nutionaJ  association.  Occasional 
meetings  of  the  Barons  had  already 
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taken  place ;  and  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  (Stephen  Langton,) 
though  he  had  been  obtruded  on  the 
nation  by  the  influence  of  the  Pope 
of  Rome,  and  though,  a's  a  member 
of  the  college  of  Cardinals,  he  could 
not  have  been  expected  to  cherish  a 
very  warm  regard  for  the  privileges 
of  the  people,  had  even  taken  the 
lead  in  the  design  of  circumscribing 
the  power  of  John  within  the  limits 
of  constitutional  authority.  He  had 
produced  before  a  party  of  the  Bar- 
ons, a  copy  of  the  charter  of  Henry 
I.  which  he  recommended  to  the  at- 
those  who  wished  for  the 
their  liberties  ;  and  all 
were  present  had 
ould,  so  soon  as 
offer,  boldly 


the  time  of  John's  1 
Continent,  in  Oct 
ny  of  the  Barons 
where  they  renew 
of  making  a  form 
ancient  privileges 
that  they  would  hara6* 
incessant  hostilities,  ti 
extort  from  him  a  complia 
their  requisitions.  They 


risk  their 
About 
the 


re 


sup 


the 
for 
"effica- 
lined  refusal 
ller  that  vi- 


Jarons,  attend 
an  armed  retinue,  appeared  at 
Tourt  on  the  6th  January  1215; 
and,  being  introduced  to  the  King, 
requested  a  confirmation  of  the  Char- 
ter of  Henry  I.  and  of  the  laws  of 
Edward  the  Confessor,  in  pursuance 
of  the  oath  which  he  had  lately  tak- 
en on  his  receiving  absolution  from 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  John 


refused  to  acceed  to  their  solicitati- 
rons,  and  even  required  them  to  prom 
ise  that  they  would  never  advance  such 
claims  in  future  ;  but  the  tone  of 
firmness  which  he  assumed  was  not 
sufficient  to  awe  them  into  so  mean 
a  condescension ;  and  finding  it  ex- 
pedient to  assume  a  more  complacent 
demeanour,  he  desired  that  a  proper 
time  might  be  alio  .v.  d  him  to  deli- 
berate on  the  very  important  objects 
of  their  petition.  The  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  the  Bishop  of  Ely, 
and  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  offering 
themselves  as  sureties  for  his  return- 
ing a  satisfactory  answer  at  the  ensu- 
ing Easter,  the  Barons  retired  from 
his  presence. 

To  guard  against  the  machinations 
of  the  associated  Nobles,  the  King 
exacted  from  his  subjects  in  general 
a  renewal  of  homage  and  fealty ;  and 
that  he  might  secure  on  his  side  the 
powerful  influence  of  the  clerg}',  he 
granted  a  Charter,  by  which  he  con- 
ferred, on  all  chapters  and  conven- 
tuals ocieties  the  free  right  of  supply- 
ing their  own  vacancies.  As  the  as- 
sumption of  the  cross  was  usually 
deemed  a  valid  protection  to  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  individuals,  he 
distinguished  himself  by  that  badge, 
though  he  had  no  intentions  of  act- 
ingjas  a  crusade.  He  sent  an  envoy 
to  Rome,  to  notify  his  appeal  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  from 
the  unreasonable  demands  of  his 
Barons.  The  latter  also  had  recoure 
to  the  Pope,  whom  they  solicited  to 
procure  for  them  the  re-establishment 
of  their  rights.  In  this  dispute,  In- 
nocent thought  proper  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  King,  whose  vassal- 
age he  expected  to  lose  if  the  Bar- 
ons should  triumph. 

The  confederated  Barons  met  at 
Stamford  in  Lincolnshire  in  Easter- 
week,  accompanied  by  all  their  knights 
and  a  considerable  number  of  com- 
mon people ;  and  they  marched  in 


8 


formidable  array  to  Brackly,  the 
King  being  then  at  Oxford.  Hear- 
ing of  their  approach,  John  sent  mes- 
sengers to  enquire  what  were  the 
laws  and  liberties  which  they  desir- 
ed. To  these  deputies  the  Barons 
delivered  a  schedule  of  their  de- 
mands ;  affirming,  that,  if  their  So- 
vereign should  refuse  his  assent,  they 
would  instantly  declare  war  against 
him.  John  was  no  sooner  informed 
of  the  different  articles  which  they 
had  proposed,  than  he  furiously  pro- 
tested, that  he  would  never  grant 
such  conditions  as  would  dgradehim 
from  his  royal  dignity  into  a  state  of 
servitude.  This  declaration  of  the 
King  impelled  the  Barons  into  im- 
mediate action.  They  conferred  the 
command  of  their  forces  upon  Robert 
Fit  VWlter  with  the  title  of  "  Mares- 
chal  of  the  Army  of  God  and  the 
holy  Church  ;"  and  commenced  their 
warlike  operations  with  the  siege  of 
the  royal  Castle  of  Northampton ; 
from  which  they  repaired  to  Bedford, 
and  received  the  voluntary  surrender 
of  the  castle  and  town.  They  af- 
terwards hastened  to  the  capital,  and 
took  possession  of  it  without  resist- 
ance. Having  got  the  metropolis  in 
their  power,  many  others  of  the  no- 
bility and  gentry  flocked  to  their 
standard,  and  joined  the  baronial 
army,  which  soon  became  so  numer- 
ous as  to  defy  the  whole  force  which 
the  king  could  muster. 

In  this  extremity  John  requested 
the  Primate  to  excommunicate  the 
nobles,  for  having  risen  in  arms  a- 
gainst  a  prince  who  had  assumed  the 
cross;  but  Langton  being  warmly 
intei  rested  in  the  cause  of  the  barons, 
though  he  had  wisely  kept  himself 
from  appearing  as  an  abettor,  found 
pretensions  for  delaying  the  exercise 
of  spiritual  arms.  Thus  disappoint- 
ed, the  king  sent  a  proposal  to  the 
confederates,  couched  in  the  form 
of  letters  patent,  offering  to  refer 


the  consideration  of  the  liberties  re- 
quired by  them,  either  to  the  people 
alone  or  to  eight  noblemen,  jointly 
with  his  Holiness,  four  of  whom 
should  be  named  by  himself,  and  the 
other  four  by  the  Barons  ;  and  pro- 
mising, that,  with  regard  to  the  other 
object  of  their  solicitations,  he  would 
do  them  justice  by  the  award  of  their 
Peers.  But  the  Barons  rejected  his 
propositions ;  and,  conscious  of  the 
disparity  of  his  force,  he  was  at 
length  constrained,  by  the  persever- 
ing boldness  of  an  armed  confederacy, 
to  surrender  at  discretion.  He  then 
sent  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  to. 
them,  that  he  would  grant 
mands,  and  to  appoij 
place  for  a  public^ 
which  all  disputj 
ly  adjusted. 


>ure 


On 
cision 


controver- 
v.  nobles  w  ho 
>peared  in  an  v  \- 
n  Staines  and 
ilizcd  in  English 
>ellation  of  Run 
rally  called  Runy- 
1  the  opposite  side  of  the 
irons  and  their  nuuier- 
tixed  theii  i  imp.  \  f- 
m  which  continued  for 
le  kiru»  subsci  ibed  t  fit* 


tin 

the  15tl 

Thus  w, 
establishes' 
the  rights  anT 

ject,  obtained  from  ontTDt  xne 
tyrranical  kings  that  ever  sweyec 
sceptre  in  Britain  ;  but  it  was  so  dis- 
agreeable  to  John,  that  he  sought 
every  opportunity  to  annul  it.  In- 
deed he  no  sooner  signed  this  grand 
foundation  of  the  English  Constitu- 
tion and  Liberty,  than  he  perceived 
that  his  power  was  circumscribed, 
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and  it  required  all  the  sagacity  and 
precaution  of  the  Barons  to  secure 
the  observance  of  its  articles.  The 
King  desired  to  take  revenge  on  the 
Barons,  but  he  was  neither  in  pos- 
session of  men  nor  of  money  suaici- 
ent  to  support  him  in  his  ambitious 
designs  ;  and,  that  he  might  carry  on 
a  successful  war  against  the  Patriots, 
■he  invited  over  to  this  country1  vast 
numbers  of  people  from  France, 
Germany,  Flanders,  and  Italy,  pro- 
mising them  as  a  reward  for  their 
services,  the  estates  of  the  rebellious 
Barons,  as  he  was  pleased  to  term 
likewise  applied  to  the 
pcent  III.)  to  whom  he 
Great  Charter, 
d  from  the  oath 
it.  His 
kat  the  humi- 
i  name- 


set  aside  Jo! 
tared  that  the  ins 


and 


Barons  should  not 
He  therefore  commi 
relinquish  the  privilegt 
obtained,  or  incur  the 
holy  see.    Herein,  ho* 
disappointed  ;  for  the  Barons 

and  contemnec 
The  consequence  was,  th 
werelet  loose. 


ed  at  his 
threats. 

the  dogs  of  war 
'     most  dre  idful  ravages  c 
in  the  kingdom.    He  c 


Midtl 


Ltur 


of 


that 
age  fero- 
art  of  a 
on  the  de- 
creatures  ; 
Innocent, 


intent 
his  fellow 
ns  friend,  Pope 
ndeied  his  anathemas  against  the 
Barons  and  their  followers.  At  length 
the  king  finding  that  his  troops  great- 
ly deserted  to  the  enemy,  it  affected 
him  so  much,  that  he  was  thrown 
into  a  fever  which  put  an  end  to  his 
life  on  the  19th  October  1216,  about 


a  year  and  four  months  after  he  had 
signed  Magna  Charta. 

This   Charter  was  several  times  . 
confirmed,  and  as  often  violated  by 
John's  son  and  successor  Henry  III. 
till  (in  the  37th  year  of  his  reign)  he 
met  the  whole  Parliament,  on  the 
4th  May,  1253,  in  Westminster  Hall. 
On  this  occasion  the  prelates  and 
clergy  were  in  their  full  robes,  and 
each  held  a  burning  taper  in  his  hand. 
The  Great  Charter  was  read  aloud 
before  this  august  assembly  ;  and  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  pronoun- 
ced a  sentence  of  excommunication, 
containing  the  most  tremendous  ma- 
ledictions and  denunciations  of  the 
Divine  wrath  against   all  such  as 
should  violate  or  consent  to  the  vio- 
lation of  any  of  if.s  articles.  The 
prelates  and  clergy  then  threw  down 
their  tapers  on  the  ground  and  ex- 
claimed, "  My  the  soul  of  every  one 
who  shall  incur  this  sentence  so  stink 
and  corrupt  in  hell."    To  which  the 
King,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  ^ 
replied,  so  help  me  God  !   I  will  pre- 
serve all  these  articles  inviolate,  as  I 
am  a  man,  as  I  am  a  Christian,  as  I 
.m  a  knight,  as  I  am  a  king  crowned 
md  anointed."*  It  must  be  confessed, 
hat  nothing  could  exceed  the  awful 
solemnity  of  these  obligations  ;  yet, 
such  was  the  nefarious  infatuation  of 
this  misguided  prince,  that  he  was 
guilty  of  a  continual  violation  of  them: 
for  the  very  next  year  he  again  in- 
vaded the  rights  of  his  people,  and 
the  Barons  entered  into  a  war  against 
him  ;  when,  after  various  success,  he 
confirmed  this  charter  in  the  52d 
year  of  his  reign.    Several  attempts 
were  made  in  after  times  to  do  away 

*  At  tiie  beginning  ol'  this  ceremony  a  ta- 
per was  offered  to  Henry,  but  he  returned 
it,  making  use  of  the  following  expression : 
"  As  I  do  not  belong  to  the  sacredotal  order, 
it  is  out  of  my  province  to  hold  a  light  on 
this  occasion ;  but  my  heart  bears  a  stronger 
testimony  than  can  be  declared  by  mere  ex- 
ternal form*."— Vid, Mat*  Paris,  p. 
B 
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the  effects  of  Magna  Charta,  parti- 
cularly by  the  Stewart  family,  who 
strove  with  all  their  might  to  mu- 
tilate the  venerable  fabric,  by  the 
institution  of  the  Court  of  Star  Cham, 
ber,  and  by  other  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings. One  of  them  lost  his  life  at 
Whitehall,  and  another  probably  sav- 
ed his  life  by  abdicating  the  throne. 
OBSERVATIONS. 
The  Great  Charter,  so  equitable, 
and  so  beneficial  to  the  subject,  is 
the  most  ancient  written  law  of  the 
land.  In  the  25th  of  Edward  the 
I.  (Oct.  7,  1297,)  it  was  again  con- 
firmed, and  it  was  ordained,  that  "it 
shall  be  taken  as  the  common  law." 
And  by  the  43d  of  Edward  III.  an- 
no 1370,  all  statute- made  against  it 
are  declared  to  be  "null  and  void." 

In  the  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in 
the  25th  of  Edward  the  I.  which  is 
still  in  force,  are  the  following  claus- 
es : 

Cap.  2. "  And  we  will,  that  if  any 
judgment  be  given  from  henceforth, 
contrary  to  the  points  of  the  Char- 
ter aforesaid,  by  the  Justices,  or  by 
any  other  ministers,  that  hold  plea 
before  them,  against  the  points  of  the 
Charter,  it  shall  be  undone  and  hold- 
en  for  nought." 

Cap.  3.  "  And  we  will,  that  the 
same  Charter  shall  be  sent  under  one 
seal,  to  Cathedral  Churches  through- 
out our  realm,  there  to  remain,  and 
shall  be  read  before  the  people  two 
times  by  the  Year." 

Cap.  4.  "  And  that  all  Archbish- 
ops and  Bishops  shall  pronounce  the 
sentence  of  excommunication  against 
all  those  that  by  word,  deed,  or  coun- 
cil, do  contrary  to  the  aforesaid 
Charter,  or  that  in  any  point  break 
or  uw'e  it.  And  that  the  said  curs- 
es be  twice  a  year  denounced  by  the 
Prelates  aforesaid.  And  if  the  same 
Prelates,  Bishops,  or  any  of  them, 
be  remiss  in  the  denunciation  of  ihe 
tviid  sentence,  the  Archbishops  of 


Canterbury  and  York,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  compel  and  distrain  them 
to  the  execution  of  their  duties  in> 
form  aforesaid." 

Lord  Sommcrs,  who  was  Lord 
Chancellor  in  the  reign  of  William 
IiT.  speaking  of  the  Great  Charter, 
says,  "  Magna  Charta,  is  an  abridg- 
ment of  our  ancient  laws  and  cus- 
toms, and  has  been  confirmed  by 
more  Parliaments  than  we  have  had 
Kings  since  it  was  granted.  We 
know  the  value  our  ancestors  set  up- 
on their  liberties,  and  the  courage 
with  which  they  defended  them  ;  and 
we  can  have  no  better 
encourage  us,  never  to 
to  be  violated  or  dii 

The  very 
which  we  have, 
er  was  translj 
copy  of  Mj 
the 
Tl 
Ci 


and  Earl 
.ops,  Bishop 
Justiciaries,  Foresters, 
vernors,  Officers,  and  to  all 
liffs  and  faithful  Subjects,  greet ii 

Know  ye,  that  we,*  from  our  re 
gard  to  God,  and  for  the  sa'vatioi 

*King  John  was  the  first  of  the  Kin-.'-  g 
England,  who  in  his  grants  wrote  the  pre 
noun  in  the  plural  number.    S*e  Coke'*  Id 

btitutes,  p.  2. 
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of  our  own  sou),  and  for  the  souls 
of  our  ancestors,  and  of  our  heirs, 
to  the  honour  of  God,  the  exaltation 
of  our  holy  church,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  our  Kingdom,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  our  venerable  fathers,  Ste- 
phen Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
Primate  of  all  England,  and  cardinal 
of  the  holy  Roman  church,  Henry 
Archbishop  ot  Dublin,  William  of 
London,  Peter  of  Winchester,  Jo- 
celine  of  Bath  and  Glastonbury, 
Hugh  of  Lincoln,  Walter  of  Wor- 
cester, William  of  Coventry,  Bene- 
dict of  Rochester,  bishops  ;  of  mas- 
[aadulf,  the  Pope's  sub-deacon 
brother,  Eymcric  mas- 
tempiars  in  England, 
noble  persons, 
$  Pembroke, 
ry,  William 
trl  of 


in  such  a 
Tear  thence, 
lorn  0!Blcrection,  which 
Kited  most  necessary  to  the 
fsh  Church,  which  we  granted, 
by  our  Charter  confirmed,  and 
of  which  we  obtained  the  confirm- 
ation from  Pope  Innocent  the  III. 
before  the  rupture  between  us  and 
our  Barons,  was  granted  of  our  own 
free  will.  Which  Charter  we  shall 
observe ;  and  we  order  it  to  be  ob- 
ifirved,  with  good  faith,  by  our  heirs 
>     *  Bti 


for  ever  We  have  also  granted  to 

all  the  freemen  of  our  Kingdom,  for 
us  and  6ur  heirs  for  ever,  all  the  un- 
derwritten liberties,  to  be  enjoyed 
and  holden  by  them  and  their  heirs, 
of  us  and  our  heirs. 

2.  If  any  of  our  Earls  or  Barons, 
or  others  who  hold  of  us  in  chief  by 
military  service,  shall  die,  and  at  his 
death  his  heirs  shall  be  of  full  age, 
and  owe  a  relief,  he  shall  have  his 
inheritance  by  the  ancient  relief,* 
viz.  the  heir  or  heirs  of  an  Earl,  for 
a  whole  Earl's  barony,  by  one  hun- 
dred pounds  ;f  the  heir  or  heirs  of  a 
Knight,  for  a  whole  Knight's  fee  by 
one  hundred  shillings  at  most ;  and 
he  who  owes  less  shall  give  less,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  custom  of 
fees, 

3.  But  if  the  heir  of  any  such  per- 
son be  a  minor,  and  in  wardship 
when  he  comes  of  age  he  shall  have 
his  inheritance  without  relief  and 
without  fine. 

4.  The  warden  of  an  heir  who  is 
under  age,  shall  not  take  of  the  lands 
of  the  heir  any  butreasonable  issues,  J 

*  According  to  the  Laws  of  William  I. 
the  relief  of  an  Earl  was,  eight  horses  sad- 
dled and  bridled,  four  helmets,  four  coats 
of  mail,  four  shields,  four  spears,  four  swords, 
four  chafers,  and  one  palfry  saddled  and 
bridled. — The  relief  of  a  Baron  was  one  half 

of  the  above,  together  with  the  palfry.  

That  of  a  Vavasour,  or  great  vassal,  to  his 
lord,  his  best  horse,  his  helmet,  his  coat  of 
mail,  shield,  spear,  sword ;  or  in  lieu  of  them 
one  hundred,  &c.    See  Coke's  Inst.  p.  7. 

f  Although  it  is  written  libras,  I  e.  pounds, 
in  the  copy  of  the  original  Charter  preserv- 
ed in  the  Cotton  Library  ;  it  is  most  proba- 
ble that  it  is  an  error  in  the  transcriber.  In 
Matt.  Paris,  (Edit.  Figur.  p.  246.)  it  is 
called  marcas,  that  is  marks.  This  reading 
of  Matthew  Paris  seems  preferable  j  for  the 
ancient  relief  of  a  barony  was  exactly  four 
hundred  marks. 

$  By  issues  are  intended  rents  and  profits* 
customs,  advowsons,  commons,  strays,  fine*, 
&e.    Coke's  Inst. 
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reasonable  customs,  and  reasonable 
services,}  and  that  without  destruc- 
tion and  waste  of  the  tenants  or  ef- 
fect ;  and  if  we  commit  the  custody 
of  any  such  lands  to  a  Sheriff,  or  to 
any  other  person  who  is  bound  to  an- 
swer to  us  for  the  issues  of  them, 
and  if  he  shall  make  destruction  or 
waste  upon  the  ward-lands,  we  will 
recover  damages  of  him,  and  the 
lands  shall  be  committed  to  two  le- 
gal and  discreet  men  of  that  fee, 
who  shall  answer  for  the  issues  to  us, 
or  to  him  to  whom  we  have  assigned 
them  ;  and  if  we  grant  or  sell  to  any 
one  the  custody  of  any  such  lands, 
and  he  shall  make  destruction  or 
waste,  he  shall  loose  the  custody, 
which  shall  be  committed  to  two  le- 
gal and  discreet  men  of  that  fee, 
who  shall  answer  to  us  as  was  said 
before. 

5.  But  the  warden  so  long  as  he 
shall  have  the  custody  of  the  lands, 
shall  keep  in  order  the  houses,  parks, 
warrens,  ponds,  mills,  and  other 
things  belonging  to  them,  out  of 
their  issues  ;  and  he  shall  deliver  to 
the  heir,  when  of  age,  his  whole  estate 
provided  with  ploughs  and  other  im- 
pliments  of  agriculture,  according  tol 
what  the  season  requires,  and  the 
profits  of  the  land  can  reasonably 
afford. 

6.  Heirs  shall  be  married  without 
disparagement,  and  before  the  mar- 
riage is  contracted  it  shall  be  notifi- 
ed to  the  relations  of  the  heir  by 
consanguinity. 

7.  A  widow  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  shall  immediately,  and 
without  difficulty  have  her  marriage- 
goods  and  her  inheritance  ;  nor  shall 
she  give  any  thing  for  her  dower,  or 
her  marriage-goods,  or  her  inherit- 
ance, which  her  husband  and  she 

§  By  services  are  meant  the  labour  due 
.from  the  copy  holders  to  their  lords.  Coke's 
Jnst.  p.  12,  13. 


held  on  the  day  of  his  death.  And 
she  may  remain  in  her  husband's 
house  forty|days  after  her  husband's 
death,  within  which  time  her  dower 
shall  be  assigned  to  her. 

8.  No  widow  shall  be  compelled 
to  marry,  while  she  thinks  proper  to 
live  without  a  husband  ;  but  she  shall 
give  security  that  she  will  not  marry 
out  of  her  consent,  if  she  hold  of  us, 
or  without  the  consent  of  the  lord  of 
whom  she  holds,  if  she  hold  of  an- 
other. 

9.  Neither  we  nor  our  bailiffs  shall 
seize  any  lands  or  rents  for  any  debt, 
while  the  chatties  of  the  debtor  are 
sufficient  for  the  payment 
shall  the  sureties  oj 
distrained,  while 
or  is  able  to 
principal  d 
the  de 
dis' 


dd 

Ion 

of  w 

debt  shal 
will  not 
chatties  co 

11.  And  if  any  one 
debted  to  the  Jews,  his  wh 
have  her  dower,  and  pay  nothin] 
that  debt ;  and  if  children  of  the 
defunct  remain  who  are  under  age, 
necessaries  shall  be  provided  for 
them,  according  to  the  tenement 
which  belonged  to  the  defunct ;  and 
out  of  the  surplus  the  debts  shall  be 
paid  saving  the  rights  of  the  lords. 
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The  same  rules  shall  be  observed 
with  respect  to  debts  due  to  others 
than  Jews. 

12.  No  scutage*  or  aid  shall  be 
imposed,  iu  our  Kingdom,  except  by 
the  common  council  of  our  kingdom, 
but  for  redeeming  our  person,  for  mak- 
ing our  eldest  son  a  knight,  and  for 
once  marrying  our  eldest  daughter; 
and  for  these  reasonable  aid  shall  be 
demanded.  This  extends  to  the  aids 
of  the  city  of  London. 

13.  And  the  city  of  London  shall 
have  all  her  ancient  liberties,  and 
her  free  customs  as  well  by  land  as 

.water.    Besides,  we  grant,  that 
_cities,  burghs,  towns  and 
have  all  their  liber- 
Eoms. 

common  coun- 
assess  an  aid 
rtiierwise  tin  in  t  hi  Incases  above 
mentioned,  or  to 
we  will  cause  to  b< 
archbishops,  bishoj 
and  the  greater  b* 
our  letters  ;  and  besid< 
to  be  summoned  in  gt 
sheriffs  and  bailiffs,  all 
hold  of  us  in  chief,  to  a  certain 
at  the  distance  of  forty  days  at  lei 
and  to  ascertain  place  ;  and  in  all  tru 
letters  of  summons,  we  will  expr 

^H^^^^^fe  busi- 
oint- 
those 
o  have  been 
come, 
give  leave  to  any 
the  future  to  take  an  aid  of 
ee  tenants,  except  for  redeem- 
his  own  person,  making  his  eld- 
est son  a  knight,  and  marrying  once 
his  eldest  daughter  ;  and  then  only  a 
reasonable  aid. 

16.  Let  none  be  distrained  to  per- 
form more  service  for  a  knight's  fee, 
*  Heritage  is  a  military  service,  due  to  the 
King  from  tenants  in  capite.    Vid.  Rapeu. 


th 


or  any  other  free  tenement  than  what 
is  due. 

17.  Common  pleas  shall  not  fol- 
low our  court,  but  shall  be  holden 
in  some  certain  place. 

18.  Assizes  on  the  writs  of  Novel 
Disseisin*  mort  d'  Ancestref  (death 
of  the  ancestor,)  and  darreine  pre- 
sentment (last  presentation  J)  shall 
not  be  taken  but  in  their  proper  coun- 
ties, and  in  this  manner. — We,  our 
chief  justiciary  when  we  are  out  of 
the  kingdom,  shall  send  two  justici- 
aries into  each  county,  four  times  a 
year,  who,  with  four  knights  of  each 
county  chosen  by  the  county,  shall 
take  the  said  assizes  at  a  stated  time 
and  place  within  the  county. 

19.  And  if  the  said  assizes  cannot 
be  taken  on  the  day  of  the  county 
court,  let  as  many  knights  and  free- 
holders, of  those  who  were  present 
at  the  county  court,  remain  behind, 
as  may  be  sufficient  to  take  the  said 
assizes,  according  to  the  greater  or 
less  importance  of  the  business. 

20.  A  freeman  shall  not  be  amerc- 
ed for  a  small  offence,  but  according 
to  the  degree  of  the  offence;  and 
for  a  great  delinquency,  according 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  delinquency, 
saving  his  contenement* :  a  merchant 


*  A  writ  of  assize  of  Novel  Disseisin  lie 
where  a  tenant  for  ever,  or  for  life,  is  put 
out  and  disseised  of  his  lands  or  tenements, 

.  rents,  common  of  pasture,  common  way, 
or  of  an  office,  toll,  &c.  that  he  may  recov- 
er his  right.    Jacob's  Law  Dictionary. 

|  A  writ  of  Mort  d*  Ancestre  is  that  which 
lies  where  any  near  relations  of  a  man  die, 
seised  of  lands,  rents,  or  tenements,  and  af- 
ter his  death,  a  stranger  seizes  them.  Ja- 
cob's Law  Dictionary. 

|  A  writ  of  Darreine  Presentment  lies 
where  a  man  or  his  ancestors,  have  presented 
to  a  Church,  and,  after  it  has  become  void, 
a  stranger  presents  thereto,  whereby  theTper- 
son  having  right  is  disturbed.  Ibid. 

*  A  contenement,  signified  such  a  reser- 
vation of  estate  and  goods,  as  would  enable 
a  person  to  pursue  his  trade  or  profession. 
Thus  his  arms  were  the  conteaement  of  * 
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shall  be  amerced  in  the  same  manner, 
fcaving  his  merchandize,  and  a  villain, 
saving  his  implements  of  husbandry. 
If  they  shall  fail  into  our  mercy,  none 
of  the  said  amerciaments,-)*  shall  be 
assessed,  but  by  the  oath  of  honest 
men  of  the  vicinage. 

21.  Earls  and  barons  shall  not  be 
amerced  but  by  their  peers, J  and 
then  only  according  to  the  degree  of 
their  delinquency. 

22.  No  clerk  shall  be  amerced  for 
his  lay  tenement,  but  according  to 
the  manner  of  others  aforesaid,  and 
not  according  to  the  quantity  of  his 
ecclesiastical  benefice. 

23.  Neither  a  t*own  nor  a  tenant 
shall  be  constrained  to  build  bridges, 
or  make  embankments,  except  those 
who  anciently,  and  of  right  are  bound 
to  do  it. 

24.  No  sheriff,  constable,  §  coro- 
ner, or  bailiff  of  ours  shall  hold  pleas 
of  our  crown. 

25.  All  counties,  hundreds,  wa- 
pentakes, and  tithings,  shall  be  at 
the  ancient  rents,  without  any  in- 
crease, except  our  demesne  manor?. 

26.  If  any  holding  of  us  a  lay  fee 
dies,  and  the  sheriff,  or  our  bailiffs 
shall  shew  our  letters-patent  of  our 
summons  for  a  debt  which  the  de- 
funct owed  to  us,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  sheriff  or  our  bailiffs  to  attach 
and  register  the  chattels  of  the  de- 
funct found  on  that  fee,  to  the  a% 
mount  of  that  debt,  at  the  view  of 
lawful  men,  so  that  nothing  shall  be 
removed  till  our  debt  is  paid  to  us. 
The  clear  overplus  shall  be  left  to 

soldier;  his  books  the  contencment  of  a 
scholar  ;  and  by  the  laws  of  Wal  cs,  his  harp 
formed  a  part  of  the  contenemeM  of  a  gentie- 
xnan. 

•J-  Amerciaments  were  pecuniary  punish- 
ments of  offenders  against  the  king,  *» 

J  By  peers  are  meant  equals. 

§  A  constable  in  former  tiroes  was  a  per- 
Son  of  great  authority,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  a  castle.  Thus,  at  the  present 
day  there  is  a  constable  of  th<  I  -mer. 


the  executors,  to  fulfill  the  tenement 
of  the  defunct ;  and  if  nothing  is  due 
to  us  from  him  all  the  chatties  shall 
devolve  to  the  defunct,  saving  to  his 
wife  and  children  their  reasonable 
shares. 

27.  If  any  freeman  shall  die  intes- 
tate, his  chatties  shall  be  distributed 
by  his  nearest  relations  and  friends, 
at  the  view  of  the  church,  saving  to 
every  one  the  debts  which  the  de- 
funct owed  to  him. 

No  constable  or  bailiff  of  ours 
shall  take  the  corn  or  other  goods  of 
any  one,    without  instantly  paying 
money  for  them,  unless  he  cai 
tain  respite  by  the  coj 
seller. 

29.  No  cons!  .1 
any  knight  to. 
guard,  if  he> 
by  his 

P< 

hi 


3 

shall 

our  castres 
out  the  cod 
wood  belongs^ 

32.  We  will  retain 
those  who  have  been  convi 
felony,  above  one  year  and  one 
and  then  they  shall  be  given  up  To" 
the  lord  of  the  fee. 

33.  All  kydells  (wears)  for  the  fu- 
ture shaif  be  quite  removed  our  of 
the  Thames,  the  Medway,  and 
throughou*  all  England,  except  Ml 
the  sea  coast. 


34.  The  writ  which  is  called  pro- 
ceipe*  for  the  future  shall  not  be 
granted  to  any  one  concerning  any 
tenement  by  which  a  freeman  may 
loose  his  court. 

35.  There  shall  be  only  one  mea- 
sure of  wine  throughout  all  our  king- 
dom, and  one  measure  of  ale,  and 
one  measure  of  corn,  viz.  the  quar- 
ter of  London  ;  and  one  breadth  of 
dyed  cloth  and  russeis,  and  of  hal- 
berjects,  via.  two  ells  within  the  lists. 
It  shall  be  the  same  with  weights  as 
with  measures. 

36.  Nothing  shall  be  given  or  tak- 
enin  future  for  the  writ  of  inquisi- 

[jfe  or  limb  ;  but  it  shall  be 
jiot  denied, 
holds  of  us  by  fee- 
Lage,  and  holds 
military  ser- 
custody  of 
is  of 
.of 


ng,  or  some 
osseshion  any 
vinff  been  un- 


mquisition  was  directed  to  the 
enquire  whether  a  person  sent  to 
m  suspicion  of  murder,  was  commit  - 
'just  cause  of  suspicion,  or  whether 
iFwere  with  a  malicious  intent.  Jacob. 

I  To  hold  in  fee-farm  is  when  there  is 
some  rent  reserved  by  the  lord,  upon  grant- 
ing the  tenancy.  To  hold  in  socage  is  upoa 
condition  of  ploughing  the  lord's  land,  and 
doi  tg  other  offices  of  husbandry.  To  hold 
in  burgage"  is  when  the  inhabitants  of  a 
Burgh  pay  the  king  a  certain  rent  for  their 
tenements. 


.  No  bailiff,  for  the  future,  shall 

put  any  man  to  his  law §.  upon  his 
own  simple  affirmation,  without  cre- 
dible witnesses  produced  to  that  pur- 
pose. 

39.  No  freeman  shall  be  seized 
and  imprisoned,  or  disseised,  or  out- 
lawed, or  any  way  destroyed,  nor 
will  we  try  him,  or  pass  sentence  on 
him,  except  by  the  legal  judgment 
of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the 
land. 

40.  To  none  will  we  sell,  to  none 
will  we  deny,  to  none  will  we  delay 
right  or  justice. 

41.  All  merchants  shall  be  safe  and 
secure  in  coming  into  Frp'and,  in 
going  out  of  Ei  glaiic,  <-.;>d  staying 
and  travelling  through  England,  as 
well  by  land  as  by  water,  to  buy  and 
sell,  without  any  unjust  exactions, 
accordn.g  to  ancient  and  right  cus- 
toms, except  in  time  of  war,  and  if 
they  be  of  a  nation  at  war  against  us, 
and  if  such  are  -fori nd  in  our  dominions 
atthe  beginning  of  a  war,  they  shall  be 
apprehended  without  injury  of  their 
bodies  and  goods,  till  it  be  known  to 
us  or  to  our  justiciary^  how  the  mer- 
chants of  our  country  are  treated  by 
the  nation  at  war  against  us  ;  and  if 
ours  are  safe  there,  the  others  shall 
be  safe  in  our  country. 

42.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  per- 
son in  future,  to  go  out  of  our  king- 
dom, and  to  return  safely  and  se- 
curely, by  land  end  by  water,  saving 
his  allegiance,  except  in  time  of  war, 
for  some  short  space,  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  the  kingdom,  except 
prisoners,  outlaws  according  to  the 
lav-  of  the  land,  and  people  of  the 
nation  at  war  against  us,  and  mer- 
chants who  shall  b4  treated  as  is  said 
above.  • 

4-S.  If  any  one  holds  of  any  es- 
cheat, as  of  the  honour  of  Walling- 
ford,  Nottingham,  Boulogne,  Lan- 
caster, or  of  other  escheats  which 


That  is,  to  his  oath. 
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are  now  in  our  hands,  and  are  ba- 
ronies, and  shall  die,  his  heir  shall 
not  give  any  other  relief,  or  do  any 
other  service  to  us,  than  he  would 
have  done  to  the  baron,  if  that  ba- 
rony had  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
baron ;  and  we  will  hold  it  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  baron  held  it. 

44.  Men  who  dwell  without  the 
forest,  shall  not  come,  for  the  future 
before  our  justiciaries  of  the  forest 
on  a  common  summons,  unless  they 
be  parties  in  a  plea,  or  sureties  for 
some  person  or  persons  who  are  at- 
tached for  the  forest. 

45.  We  will  not  make  men  justi- 
ciaries, constables,  sheriffs,  or  bai- 
liffs, unless  they  understand  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  are  well  disposed 
to  observe  it. 

46.  All  barons  who  have  founded 
Abbeys,  of  which  they  have  char- 
ters of  the  kings  of  England,  or  an- 
cient tenure,  shall  have  the  custody 
of  them  when  they  become  vacant, 
as  they  ought  to  have. 

47.  All  forests,  which  have  been 
made  in  our  time,  shall  be  immedi- 
ately disforested  ;  and  the  same  shall 
be  done  with  water-banks  which  have 
been  fenced  in  our  time. 

48.  All  evil  customs  of  forests  and 
warrens,  and  of  foresters  and  war- 
reners,  sheriffs  and  their  officers,  wa- 
ter-banks and  their  keepers,  shall  im- 
mediately be  enquired  into  by  the 
twelve  knights  of  the  same  county, 
upon  oath,  who  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  good  men  of  the  same  county  ; 
and  within  forty  days  after  the  in- 
quisition is  made,  they  shall  be  quite 
destroyed  by  them,  never  to  be  re- 
stored ;  provided  this  be  previously 
notified  to  us,  or  to  our  justiciary,  if 
we  are  in  England. 

49.  We  will  immediately  restore 
all  hostages  and  charters  which  have 
been  delivered  to  us  by  the  English, 
in  security  of  the  peace,  and  of  their 
failhful  service. 


50.  We  will  remove  from  their 
offices  the  relations  of  Gerard  de  A- 
theys,  that  for  the  future  they  shall 
have  no  office  in  England  ;  Engelard 
de  Cygony,  Andrew,  Peter,  and 
Gyone  de  Chancell,  Gyone  de  Cy- 
gony, Geoffrey  de  Martin,  and  his 
brothers,  Philip  Mark  and  his  bro- 
thers ;  and  Geoffrey,  his  nephew  ;  and 
all  their  followers. 

51.  And  immediately  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace,  *ve  will  re- 
move out  of  the  kingdom  all  foreign 
knights,  cros-bow-men,  servants  and 
stipendiary  soldiers,  who  have  come 
with  horses  and  arms  to  the  moles, 
tion  of  the  kingdom. 

52.  If  any  have  bi 
dispossessed  by  us. 
verdict  of  the 
castles,  libert 
immediate! 
if  a  ou 


inor 
thosel 
been 

en  by  our 
ing  the  crosl 
shall  return  fr 
if,  by  chance, 
our  expedition,  we  shall 
ly  do  complete  justice  therefifl 
53.  We  shall  have  the  sam< 
spite,  and  in  the  same  manner,  con- 
cerning the  justice  t'»  be  done  about 
the  disforesting  or  continuing  the 
forests  which  Henry  our  father,  or 
Richard  our  brother,  had  made,  and 
about  the  wardship  of  lands  which 
we  have  hitherto  had  on  account 
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of  a  fee  which  some  one  held 
of  us  by  military  service  ;  and  about 
Abbeys  which  had  been  founded  in 
fee  of  another,  and  not  in  ours,  in 
Abbeys  the  lord  of  the  fee  hath 
claimed  a  right.  And  when  we  shall 
have  returned,  or  if  we  shall  desist 
from  our  expedition,  we  shall  imme- 
diately do  complete  justice  in  all 
these  pleas. 

54?.  No  man  shall  be  apprehend- 
ed or  imprisoned  on  the  appeal  of  a 
woman,  for  the  death  of  any  other 
man  than  her  husband. 

55.  All  fines  that  have  been  made 
with  us  unjustly,  or  contrary  to  the 
.the  land,  and  all  amercia 
tave  been  imposed  un- 
wary to  the  law  of  the 
imitted  or  disposed 
jif  the  twenty-five 
of  the  peace 
ie  major  part 
|£phen  Arch- 
can  be 


be  present, 
without 

one  or  more  of  th    tv  i 
on  i  hi  .  i  a  similai  pi  a 
removed  from  th.a1  partic  i 
and  others,  elected  and  swo 
residue  of  the  same  twenty-five 
substituted  in  their  room,  only 


e  may 
tm  ;  and 
e  business 
;  but 
ve  bar- 
em  be 
trial 
|f  the 
be 
for 


of  the  marches, 
do  the  same  to  us 


a  any 
iberties 


w^^^^^Hfeised  or  dis- 

^HHfiman  of  their 

^MRer  rights  with- 
ict  of  their  peers, 
V  Wales,  they  shall 
Rnediately  restored  to  them  ;  and 
question  shall  arise,  let  it  be  de- 
termined  in  the  marches  by  the 
verdict  of  their  peers,  if  the  tene- 
ment be  in  England,  according  to 
the  law  of  England,  if  the  tenement 
be  in  Wales,  according  to  the  law 
of  Wales  ;  and  if  the  tenement  be 
in  the  marches,  according  to  the  law 


The  Welsh  shall 
and  our  subjects. 
57.  But  concerning  those  things 
of  which  any  Welshman  hath  been 
disseised  or  dispossessed  without  a 
legal  verdict  of  his  peers,  by  king 
Henry  our  father,  or  king  Richard 
our  brother,  which  we  have  in  our 
hand,  or  others  hold  with  our  warran- 
ty, we  shall  have  respite,  until  the 
term  of  the  crusards,  except  those 
concerning  which  a  plea  had  been 
moved,  or  an  inquisition  taken  by 
our  precept,  before  we  took  the  cross. 
But  as  soon  as  we  shall  return  from 
our  expedition,  or  if,  by  chance,  we 
shall  not  go  upon  our  expedition;  we 
shall  immediately  do  complete  jus- 
tice therein,  according  to  the  laws 
of  Wales  and  the  parts  aforesaid. 

58.  We  will  immediately  deliver 
up  the  son  of  Llewellyn,  and  all  thfr 
hostages  of  Wales,  and  the  charters 
which  have  been  given  to  us  for  se- 
curity of  the  peace. 

59.  We  shall  do  to  Alexander  king 
of  Scotland,  concerning  the  restor- 
ation of  his  sisters  and  hostages,  and 
his  liberties  and  rights  according  to 
the  form  in  which  we  act  to  our  bro- 
ther barons  of  England,  unless  it 
ought  to  be  otherwise  by  charters 
which  we  have  from  his  father  Wil- 
liam late  king  of  Scotland  ;  and  that 
by  the  verdict  of  his  peers  in  our 
court. 

60.  But  all  these  above  mention- 
ed customs  and  liberties  which  we 
have  granted  in  our  kingdom,  to  be 
enjoyed  by  our  tenants,  as  far  as  con- 
cerns us,  all  our  clergy  and  laity 
shall  observe  towards  their  tenants, 
as  far  as  concerns  them* 

61.  But  since  we  have  granted  all 
these  things  for  the  honour  of  God, 
and  the  amendment  of  our  kingdom, 
and  for  the  better  extinction  of  the 
discord  arising  between  us  and  our 
barons,  being  desirous  that  these 
things  should  posses?  entire  and  tin 
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shaken  stability  for  ever,  we  give  and 
grant  to  them  the  security  underwrit- 
ten, viz.  That  the  barons  may  elect 
twenty-five  barons  of  the  kingdom, 
whom  they  please,  who  shall  with 
their  whole  power,  observe  and  keep, 
and  cause  to  be  observed,  the  peace 
and  liberties  which  we  have  granted 
to  them,  and  have  confirmed,  by  this 
our  present  charter,  in  this  manner : 
That  if  we,  or  our  justiciary,  or  our 
bailiffs,  or  any  of  our  officers,  shall 
have  injured  any  one  in  any  thing, 
or  shall  have  violated  any  article  of 
the  peace  or  security,  and  the  injury 
shall  have  been  notified  to  four  of 
the  twenty-five  barons,  these  four 
barons  shall  come  to  us,  or  to  our 
justiciary  if  we  are  out  of  the  king- 
dom, and  making  known  to  us  the 
excess  to  be  redressed  without  delay; 
and  if  we  shall  not  have  redressed 
the  excess,  or,  if  we  have  been  out 
of  the  kingdom,  our  justiciary  shall 
not  have  redressed  it,  within  the  term 
of  forty  days,  computing  from  the 
time  in  which  it  shall  have  been  made 
known  to  us,  or  to  our  justiciary  if 
we  have  been  out  of  the  kingdom, 
the  said  four  barons  shall  lay  that 
cause  before  the  residue  of  the  twen- 
ty-five barons ;  and  these  twenty-five 
barons,  with  the  community  of  the 
whole  land  shall  distress  and  harass 
us  by  all  the  ways  in  which  they  can, 
that  is,  by  the  taking  of  our  castles, 
lands,  and  possessions,  and  by  other 
means  in  their  power,  till  the  excess 
shall  have  been  redressed,  according 
to  their  verdict ;  saving  our  person, 
and  the  persons  of  our  queen  and  chil- 
dren; and  when  it  has  been  redres- 
sed they  shall  behave  to  us  as  they 
had  done  before  ;  and  any  person  of 
our  land  may  swear,  that  he  will  o- 
bcy  the  commands  of  the  twenty-five 
barons,  in  accomplishing  all  the  things 
aforesaid,  and  that  with  them  he  will 
harass  us  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  : 
and  we  publicly  and  freely  gi  ve  leave 


to  every  one  to  swear  who  is  willing  to 
swear ;  .and  we  will  never  fordid  any 
man  to  swear.  But  all  those  of  our 
land,  who,  of  themselves,  and  their 
own  accord,  are  unwilling  to  swear 
to  the  twenty-five  barons,  to  distress 
and  harass  us  together  with  them, 
shall  be  compelled  by  our  command 
to  swear  as  aforesaid.  And  if  any 
one  of  the  twenty-five  barons  shall 
die,  or  remove  out  of  the  land,  or 
in  any  other  way  shall  be  prevented 
from  executing  the  things  above  stat- 
ed, those  who  remain  of  the  twenty- 
five  barons  shall  elect  another  in  his 
place,  according  to  their  pleasure, 
who  shall  be  sworn  in  the 
ner  as  the  rest.  But 
things  which  arejappoij 
by  these  twenty-fi] 
happen  that  all 
been  present 
their  opinions 
some  of  the 
moned, 
presen 
of  th 
creed, 
valid  as 
agreed 
five 
fully 
thei 
all  t 
we  wi 
by  our 
which  any 
liberties  may 
ished,  Ane^ 
obtained,  let  it 
we  will  never  use  i 
selves  or  by  another 

6'2.  And  we  have  fully  remi 
and  pardoned  to  all  men,  all  the  il 
will,  virulence  and  resentments  which 
have  arisen  between  us  and  our  sub- 
jects, both  clergy  and  laity,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  discord.  Be- 
sides, we  have  fully  remitted  to  all 
the  clergy  and  laity,  and  as  far  as 
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belongs  to  Us,  we  have  fully  pardon- 
ed all  transgressions  committed  on 
occasion  of  the  said  discord  from 
Easter  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  our 
reign  to  the  conclusion  of  the  peace. 
And  we  have  also  granted  them  tes- 
timonial letters-patent  of  Stephen 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Henry 
archbishop  of  Dublin,  and  of  the 
bishops  above  mentioned,  and  Pan- 
dulf,  concerning  the  security  and  the 
aforesaid  concessions. 

63.  Wherefore,  our  will  is,  and 
v  e  firmly  command,  that  the  Church 
of  England  be  free,  and  that  the  men 
iu-qur  kingdom  have  and  hold  all  the 
>crties,  rights,  concessi- 


ons, well  and  in  peace,  freely  and 
quietly,  fully  and  entirely,  to  them 
and  their  heirs,  of  -  us  and  our  heirs, 
in  all  things  and  places  for  ever,  a- 
foresaid.  An  oath  hath  been  taken, 
as  well  on  our  part,  as  on  the  part  o^ 
the  barons,  that  all  these  things  a- 
bove  enumerated  shall  be  observed 
in  good  faith,  and  without  any  evil 
intention,  before  the  above  named 
witnesses,  and  many  others. 

Given  under  our  hand,  in  the  mea- 
dow, which  is  called  Runnymede, 
between  Windsor  and  Staines,  this 
fifteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  sq 
venteenth  year  of  our  reign. 
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W  divers 
and  minis- 
Li  endeavour 
re  the  Protes- 
ts e  laws  and  li- 
;dom,  by  assuming 
lg  a  power  of  dispensing 
and  suspending  laws,  without 
jsent  of  Parliament ;  by  commit- 
ting and  prosecuting  divers  worthy 


*  The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange,  be- 
ing invited  to  ascend  the  Throne  of  Eng- 
land upon  the  abdication  of  James  [1.  ;  and 
having  landed  in  this  country,  the  Bill  of 
Bights  was  delivered  to  them,  to  which  tbey 
readily  subscribed. 


prelates,  for  humbly  petitioning  40 
be  excused  from  concurring  to  the 
said  assumed  power  ;  by  issuing,  and 
causing  to  be  executed,  a  commis  - 
sion under  the  great  seal  for  erecting 
a  court  called  "  The  Court  of  Com- 
missioners for  Ecclesiastical  causes;'* 
by  levying  money  for  and  to  the  use 
of  the  Crown,  by  pretence  of  preroga- 
tive, for  other  time,  and  in  other 
manner,  than  the  same  was  granted 
by  Parliament ;  by  raising  and  keep- 
ing a  standing  army  within  this  king- 
dom in  time  of  peace,  without  con- 
sent of  parliament :  and  quartering 
soldiers  contrary  to  law ;  by  causing 
divers  good  subjects,  being  Protes  - 
tants, to  be  disarmed,  at  the  same 
time  when  Papists  were  both  armed 
and  employed  contrary  to  law ;  by 
violating  the  freedom  of  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament ;  by 
prosecutions  in  the  Court  of  King's 
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Bench  for  matters  and  causes  co£- 
nizuble  only  in  parliament;  and  by 
divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal  qaus- 
get.  And  whereas,  of  late  years, 
partial,  corrupt,  and  unqualified  per- 
sons have  been  returned  and  served 
on  juries  in  trials,  and  particularly 
divers  jurors  in  trials  for  high  treason, 
which  were  not  free  holders ;  and  ex- 
eessivebail  hath  been  required  of  per- 
sons committed  in  criminal  cases,  to 
elude  the  benefit  of  the  laws  made  for 
the  liberty  of  the  subjects,  and  exces- 
sive lines  have  been  imposed  ;  and 
illegal  and  cruel  punishments  inflicted; 
and  several  grants  and  promises  made 
of  lines  and  forfeitures,  before  any 
conviction  or  judgment  against  the 
persons  upon  whom  the  same  were  to 
be  levied.  All  which  are  utterly  and 
directly  contrary  to  the  known  laws 
and  statutes,  and  freedom  of  this  re- ; 
aim. 

And  whereas  the  said  late  King 
James  the  second  having  abdicated 
the  government,  and  the  throne  be- 
ing thereby  vacant,  his  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Orange  (whom  it  hath 
pleased  Almighty  God  to  make  the 
glorious  instrument  of  delivering  this 
kingdom  from  Popery  and  arbitrary 
power)  did,  by  the  advice  of  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
divt  rs  principal  persons  of  the  com- 
mons, cause  letters  to  be  written  to 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
being  Protestants,  and  other  letters 
to  the  several  counties,  cities  univer- 
sities, boroughs,  and  cinque-ports, 
for  the  chusing  of  such  persons  to 
represent  them,  as  were  of  right  to 
be  sent  to  parliament,  to  meet  and 
sit  at  Westminster  upon  the  22d  day 
of  January,  1689,  in  order  to  such 
an  establishment,  as  that  their  religi- 
•  m,  laws,  and  liberties  might  not  a- 
gatn  be  in  danger  of  being  subverted, 
llpon  which  letters,  elections  having 
been  accordingly  made  ;  and  there 
'ipon  the  lords  spiritual  and  tempor 


al,  and  commons,  pursuant  to  their 
several  letters  and  elections,  being 
now  asser nbled  in  a  full  and  free  re- 
presentative of  this  nation,  taking 
into  their  most  serious  consideration 
the  best  means  for  attaining  the  ends 
aforesaid,  do  in  the  first  place  (as 
their  ancestors  in  like  case  have  usu- 
ally done)  for  vindicating  and  assert- 
ing their  ancient  rights  and  liberties  ; 
Declare, 

1.  That  the  pretended  power  of 
suspending  laws,  or  the  execution  of 
laws,  by  regal  authority,  as  it  hath 
been  assumed  and  exercised  of  late, 
is  illegal. 

2.  That  the  pretendej 
dispensing  with  laws, 
tion  of  laws,  by  rei 
it  hath  been  assume 
of  late,  is  illegaj 

3.  That  tin 
ing  the  late, 
for  eccles 
com  miss, 
nature, 

4.  The 
use  of 
prcroga 
ment,  f 
manne 


5. 

jects  to1 
committri 
such  petition! 

6.  That 
standing  army 
time  of  peace,  unl 
consent  of  parliament^? 

7.  That  the  subjects  whli 
protestants,  may  have  arms  for  SI 
defence,  suitable  to  their  conditioi 
as  allowed  by  law. 

8.  That  elections  of  members  of 
parliament  ought  to  be  free. 

9.  That  the  freedom  of  speech, 
and  debates  or  proceedings  in  par- 
liament, ought  not  to  be  impeached 
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or  questioned  in  any  court  or  place 
out  of  parliament, 

10.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not 
to  be  required,  nor  excessive  fees 
imposed,  and  cruel  nor  unusual  pun  • 
ishnients  inflicted. 

11.  That  jurors  ought  to  be  duly 
empannelled  and  returned,  and  jurors 
which  pass  upon  men  in  trials  of  high 
treason  ought  to  be  freeholders. 

1 2.  That  all  grants  and  promises 
of  fines  and  forfeitures  of  particular 
persons,  before  conviction,  are  ille- 
gal and  void. 

13.  And  that  for  redress  ©f  all 
grievances,  and  for  the  amending, 

fc  thening,  and  preserving  of  the 
iients  ought  to  be  held 

claim,  demand,  and 
singular,  the  pre- 
ubted  rights  and 
rations,  judg- 
ding,  to  the 
any  of  the 
y  wise  to 
nsequence 
demand  of 


n  of  his 
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laming  a 
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confi- 
mess  the 
tet  the  de- 
Bnced  by  him, 
them  from  the 
7?£hts,  which  they 
and  from  all  o- 
ipts  upon  their  religion, 
id  liberties ;  the  Lords  spi  • 
lal  and  temporal,  assembled  at 
Westminster,  do  resolve,  That  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Orange,  be,  and  be  declared  King 
and  Queen  of  England,  France,  and 
Ireland,  and  the  dominions  thereunto 
belonging,  to  hold  the  Crown  and 


royal  dignity  of  the  'said  kingdoms 
and  dominions  to  them  the  said  Prince 
and  Princess,  during  their  lives,  and 
the  life  of  the  survivor  of  them  ;  and 
that  the  sole  and  full  exercise  of  the 
regal  power  be  only  in,  and  execut- 
ed by  the  said  Prince  of  Orange  in 
the  names  of  the  said  Prince  and 
Princess  during  their  joint  lives  ;  and 
after  their  decease  the  said  Crown 
and  royal  dignity  of  the  said  king- 
doms and  dominions  to  be  to  the  heir  of 
the  body  of  the  said  Princess  ;  and 
for  default  of  such  issue,  to  th«  Prin- 
cess Anne  of  Denmark,  and  the  heirs 
of  her  body  ;  and  for  default  of  such 
issue,  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the 
said  Prince  of  Orange. 

And  the  said  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  commons  do  pray  the 
said  Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange 
to  accept  the  same  accordingly.  And 
that  the  oaths  hereafter  mentioned 
be  taken  by  all  persons  of  whom  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy 
might  be  required  by  law,  instead  of 
them  ;  and  that  the  said  oaths  of  al- 
legiance and  supremacy  be  abrogated. 

I,  A.  B.  do  sincerely  promise  and 
swear,  That  I  will  be  faithful  and 
bear  true  allegiance  to  their  Majes- 
ties, King  William  and  Queen  Mary. 
So  help  me  God. 

I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  That  I  do  from 
my  heart  abhor,  detest  and  abjure, 
as  impious  and  heretical,  this  damn- 
able doctrine  and  position — That 
Princes  excommunicated  or  deprived 
by  the  Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the 
see  of  Rome,  may  be  deposed  or 
murdered  by  their  subjects,  or  any 
other  whatsoever.  And  I  do  declare, 
That  no  foreign  prince,  person,  pre- 
late, state  or  potentate,  hath  or  ought 
to  have  any  jurisdiction,  power,  su- 
periority, pre-eminence,  or  authori- 
ty ecclesiastical  or  spiritual  within 
this  realm. — So  help  me  God, 
THE  END. 
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[The  Publisher  of  this  edition  of 
Magna  Charta,  think  proper  to  sub 
join  the  following  extracts  from 
Jacob's  Law  Dictionary  for  the  in 
formation  of  his  subscribers.] 

{Sect.  6.)  That^  All  and  singular 
the  rights  and  liberties  asserted 
and  claimed  in  the  said  declaration 
are  the  true,  ancient,  and  indubit 
able  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  kingdom,  and  so  shall  be 
esteemed,  allowed,  adjudged  and  tak 
en  to  be ;  and  all  the  particulars  a- 
foresaid  shall  be  firmly  holden  as  they 
are  expressed  in  the  said  declaration ; 
and  all  officers  shall  serve  their  Ma- 
jesties according  to  the  same  in  all 
times  to  come. 

Lastly.  These  liberties  were  again 
asserted  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  century,  in  the  Act  of  settle- 
ment, whereby  the  Crown  was  limit- 
ed to  his  present  Majesty's  illustri- 
ous House  ;  and  some  new  provisions 
were  added  at  the  same  fortunate 
era,  for  better  securing  our  Religion, 
Laws,  and  Liberties,  which  the  sta- 
tute declares  to  be  the  "  the  birth- 
right of  the  people  of  England  ;"  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  doctrine  of  the 
common  law. 

Thus  much  for  the  declaration 
of  our  rights  and  liberties.  The 
Rights  themselves  thus  defined  by 
these  several  statutes,  consist  in  a 
number  of  private  immunities  ;  which 
will  appear,  from  what  has  been  pre- 
mised to  be  indeed  no  other  than  ei- 
ther that  residuum  of  natural  liberty, 
which  is  not  required  by  the  laws  of 
Society  to  be  sacrificed  to  public  con- 
venience ;  or  else  those  evil  privileg- 
es which  Society  hath  engaged  to 
provide  in  liou  of  the  natural  liberties 
so  given  up  by  the  individuals.  These, 
therefore,  were  formerly,  either  by 
inheritance  or  purchase,  the  rights 
of  all  mankind  ;  but  in  moit  other 
countries  of  the  world,  being  now 
more  or  less  debased  or  destroyed,  I 


they  at  present  may  be  said  to  re- 
main, in  a  peculiar  and  emphatical 
manner,  The  Rights  of  the  people  of 
England. 

These  Rights  may  be  reduced  to 
three  principal  or  primary  articles  : 
The  Right  of  Personal  Security. 
The  Right  of  Personal  Liberty. 
The  Right  of  Private  Property. 
As  there  is  no  other  known  me- 
thod of  compulsion,  or  of  abridging 
man's  natural  free  will,  but  by  an  in- 
fringement or  diminution  of  one  or 
other  of  these  important  Rights,  the 
preservation  of  these,  inviolate,  may 
justly  be  said  to  include  the  pn 
vation  of  our  civil  immuniti 
largest  and  most 
1.  Comm.  129. 

The  right  of 
or  either  house  o\ 
redress  of  griej 
every  indivh 
common  in\ 
the  righti 
which  the 
too  defectii 
tions,  for 
laid  upoi 
EhglandJ 
spirit  oii 
that  of/ 
taken, 
petition 
any  riot 
the  opening!! 
ment  of  1640. 
is  provided  by  si 
c.  5,  that  no  peti 
either  house  of  Parliamel 
alteration  in  Church  and 
be  signed  by  above  twenty  pers( 
unless  the  matter  thereof  be  approv^ 
ed  by  three  justices  of  the  Peace,  or 
the  major  part  of  the  grand  jury  in  the 
county ;  nor  ?ha'l  any  petition  be  pre- 
sented by  more  than  ten  persons  at  a 
time.  But  under  these  regulations  it  is 
declared  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  that  the 
subject  hath  a  right  to  petition;  and 
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that  all  committments  and  prosecu- 
tions for  such  petitioning  are  illegal. 
The  sanction  of  the  Grand  Jury  may 
be  given  either  at  the  pssizes  or 
quarter  Ssssions;  the  punishment  for 
offending  against  the  Stat.  13  Car.  2, 
not  to  exceed  a  fine  of  £.100,  and 
three  months  imprisonment.  Upon 
the  trial  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  declared,  that 
they  were  clearly  of  opinion,  that  this 
Statute  was  not  in  any  degree  affect- 
ed by  the  Bill  of  Rights.  Dougl. 
571. 

In  the  several  articles  above  enu- 
;d,  consist  The  Rights,  or  as 
tore  frequently  termed, 
Englishmen.  Lib- 
illy  talked  of  than 
fod;  and  yet  high- 
icrfectly  known 
man  of  rank 
in ce  of  the 
^founded 


should  hurry  him  into  faction  and  li- 
centiousness on  the  one  hand,  or  a 
pusillanimous  indifference,  and  crim- 
inal submission  on  the  other,  and  all 
these  Rights  and  Liberties  it  is  our 
birth-right  to  enjoy  entire,  unless 
where  the  laws  of  our  country  have 
laid  them  under  necessary  restraints, 
restraints  in  themselves  so  gentle  and 
so  moderate,  as  will  appear,  on  mi- 
nute enquiry,  that  no  man  of  sense 
or  probity  would  wish  to  see  them 
slackened:  for  all  of  us  have  it  in 
our  choice  to  do  every  thing  that  a 
good  man  would  desire  to  do ;  and 
are  restrained  from  nothing  but  what 
would  be  pernicious  either  to  our- 
selves or  our  fellow- citizens.  So  that 
the  review  of  our  situation  may  fully 
justify  the  observation  that  the  Eng- 
lish is  the  only  nation  in  the  world 
where  Political  or  Civil  Liberty  is 
the  DIRECT  END  OF  ITS  CON- 
STITUTION. Montesq.  Sp.  LXI. 
5. — Comm,  c.  I.  ad  Jin. 


ERRATA. 

From  the  bottom;  after  "should  triumph,"  read,  in  the  contest. 
the  bottom;  for,  "as  an  abettor,"  read,  as  an  open  abettor. 
iobles,"  read,  rebels. 
!"it  Walter,"  read,  Fitz  Walter. 
mrmn,  2d  line  from  the  top ;  for  "  people,"  read,  Pope. 
line  from  the  bottom ;  for,  "he  no  sooner,"  read,  he  had  no  sooner. 
gven,  line  26th,  from  the  top ;  for  Poitou,  read,  Poictou. 

reive,  line  10th,  from  the  top;  for  "  out  of  her  consent/'  read,  without  her  consent. 


